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 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN: AN AMERICAN LIFE by Walter Isaacson 

Chronicles the founding father's life and his multiple careers as a shopkeeper, writer,  

inventor, media baron, scientist, diplomat, business strategist, and political leader, while 

showing how his faith in the wisdom of the common citizen helped forge an American  

national identity based on the virtues of its middle class. 
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DETROIT CITY IS THE PLACE TO BE: The Afterlife of an American Metropolis 

by Mark Binelli 

A Rolling Stone reporter and Detroit native traces the city's demise and recovery efforts, 

evaluating the ambitious plans of urban developers, speculators, politicians, agriculturalists 

and utopian environmentalists to transform Detroit into a viable, unsegregated and  

economically diverse post-industrial region. 

THE DINNER by Herman Koch 

An internationally bestselling phenomenon: the darkly suspenseful, highly controversial tale 

of two families struggling to make the hardest decision of their lives—all over the course of 

one meal. 

 BRIDESHEAD REVISITED:  

The Sacred and Profane Memories of Captain Charles Ryder  

by Evelyn Waugh 

Waugh tells the story of the Marchmain family. Aristocratic, beautiful and charming, the  

Marchmains are indeed a symbol of England and her decline in this novel of the upper class  

of the 1920s and the abdication of responsibility in the 1930s. 

THE BOOK THIEF by Markus Zusak 

Living with a foster family in Germany during World War II, a young girl struggles to    

survive her day-to-day trials through stealing anything she can get her hands on, but when 

she discovers the beauty of literature, she realizes that she has been blessed with a gift that 

must be shared with others, including the Jewish man hiding in the basement. 

CLEOPATRA’S DAUGHTER by Michelle Moran 

Based on meticulous research, Cleopatra’s Daughter is a fascinating portrait of imperial 

Rome and of the people and events of this glorious and most tumultuous period in human 

history. Emerging from the shadows of the past, Selene, a young woman of irresistible 

charm and preternatural intelligence, will capture your heart. 

 Oxford Public Library 
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GONE GIRL by Gillian Flynn 

When a beautiful woman goes missing on her fifth wedding anniversary, her diary 

reveals hidden turmoil in her marriage and a mysterious illness; while her husband, 

desperate to clear himself of suspicion, realizes that something more disturbing than 

murder may have occurred.  

A LESSON BEFORE DYING by Earnest J. Gaines 

In a story so simple that it might be a lost parable from the Gospels, Gaines has com-

pressed the entire bitter history of black people in the South--and, by extension, in 

America as a whole. 

THE LIGHT BETWEEN OCEANS by M. I. Stedman 

Tom Sherbourne and his wife Isabel run the lighthouse on Janus Rock. After years of 

being childless they find a dead man and an infant washed up on the rocks. Isabel 

begs Tom to keep the baby as their own.  A few years later their choice comes back 

to haunt them. 

OUT STEALING HORSES by Per Petterson 

After a meeting with his only neighbor, sixty-seven-year-old Trond is forced to     

reflect upon a long-ago incident that marks the beginning of a series of losses for 

Trond and his childhood friend, Jon. 

MY NAME IS RED by Orhan Pamuk 

A furor erupts when the Sultan hires a group of artists, under the direction of Master 

Uncle, to illuminate a great book in the European style to celebrate his reign at a time 

in which all figurative art is considered Islamic heresy, but the situation becomes worse 

when one of the miniaturists vanishes, in a mystery set against the backdrop of         

religious repression in sixteenth-century Istanbul. 

THE PARIS WIFE by Paula McLain 

Chicago, 1920: Hadley Richardson is a quiet twenty-eight-year-old who has all but 

given up on love and happiness—until she meets Ernest Hemingway. Following a 

whirlwind courtship and wedding, the pair set sail for Paris, where they become the 

golden couple in a lively and volatile group—the fabled “Lost Generation”—that 

includes Gertrude Stein, Ezra Pound, and F. Scott Fitzgerald. 


